then (2006 when Hurricane Katrina forced the meeting to be moved from New Orleans to his native Chicago on a different date than originally scheduled). In those days, podiatrists were not welcome at either meeting, and he and his partner, Steve Smith, had to get family members who were MDs to register for them. They were so fearful of being recognized during AOFAS Specialty Day that they paid the projectionist to sit with him in the projection room their first year.
This year, the Scientific Chairman of the AOFAS Specialty Day is none other than my Co-Editor, Greg Berlet, MD. With Greg's leadership, this year promises to offer wonderful scientific knowledge, collegial academic debate with twists, and surprises to keep the audience engaged.
Three weeks later, the American College of Foot and Ankle Surgeons (ACFAS) Annual Scientific Conference (ASC) will be held in San Antonio, Texas, February 29 to March 4, 2012. The ACFAS ASC offers everything that the AAOS offers but on a smaller and more focused level. For 5 days, more than 1000 foot and ankle surgeons have the opportunity to participate in scientific sessions on all aspects of foot and ankle surgery with lectures presented by some of the most experienced foot and ankle surgeons in the country. Not only are the time-tested procedures discussed but new and innovative procedures are also presented and debated. Some of the highlights are the point/counterpoint presentations with lively debate on controversial topics.
One of the greatest forums for scientific research on the foot and ankle presented in the world can be found at this meeting. There are multiple sessions for oral manuscripts/abstract presentations of original research and more than a hundred poster presentations.
Although the exhibit hall may be smaller, there are still well more than 100 exhibitors that have nothing but technology, surgical products and clinical products all dedicated to the foot and ankle. There is nearly nothing that a foot and ankle surgeon/specialist would want that is not offered in the ACFAS ASC exhibit hall.
I have had the unusual opportunity to attend both conferences regularly. I feel that my experiences have given me education, thought processes, and perspectives that physicians who have solely attended only one of those conferences are missing. When it comes to education and enhancement of patient outcomes, we should put aside our politics, competitive influences, and philosophical differences.
I challenge members of the ACFAS to attend AAOS and AOFAS Specialty Day and submit a similar challenge to AOFAS members to attend the ACFAS Annual Scientific Conference. Although it may not be comfortable, you will be amazed that there is so much for you to gain by expanding your view. I promise that if you attend the other, you will learn something unexpectedly beneficial. In the end, combined knowledge will make for better foot and ankle surgeons and patients with superior outcomes.
. . . tis the season to expand horizons . . . fa la la la la la la la la . . .
Lowell Weil Jr, DPM, MBA, FACFAS Co-Editor
